Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee feeds the hungry by securing donations of food from national and local manufacturers, grocers and individuals and redistributing to qualified nonprofit charities and through Food Bank programs that feed the hungry in an eight county region of Northeast Tennessee. The Food Bank is a 501 c3 non-profit organization located in Gray, Tennessee and is a member of Feeding America, the Nation’s largest Food Bank network. 
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The need for food assistance in Northeast Tennessee continues to grow. Approximately 8 million pounds of food and grocery products were distributed by the Food Bank during fiscal year 2011 through food bank agencies and programs serving over 36,000 individuals per month. 
The Food Bank encourages the community to get involved in helping feed the hungry in Northeast Tennessee. Ways to help include making a monetary donation, becoming a Food Bank agency, volunteering or holding a food drive. Visit the Food Bank’s website www.netfoodbank.org for more information. 































FOOD BANK AGENCIES
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Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Northeast TN
127 Dillon Court
Gray, TN 37615

(423)477-4053
www.netfoodbank.org


The need for food assistance is great in Northeast Tennessee 
There are many reasons why people need help with food. Maybe it’s a Senior Citizen living on a fixed income or a new single parent with nowhere else to turn for food assistance. Many are homeless or “working poor”. 
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Second Harvest Food Bank Agencies are the essential link to getting donated food to people in need of food assistance in Northeast Tennessee. Types of agencies include:
Food Pantries give out boxes of food to individuals and families in need. Distribution of food can be on an “as needed” basis or through a regularly scheduled distribution. 
Soup Kitchens primarily cook and serve meals “on site” at a set time and location. 
Shelters – Food is available through a variety of shelters where residents fall at or below the poverty level in terms of need. 
Currently over 200 agencies receive and distribute food from Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee in the eight county region. Over 36,000 people are provided with food each month through Food Bank agencies. 



How to Become a Food Bank Agency…
In order to become an agency of Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee to receive and distribute food your organization must be a 501 c3 or faith-based non-profit, have a dry, secure place to store food and a plan to distribute food to the needy in your community.
 The following steps are required:
Step 1 – Contact Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee Agency Relations Director at (423)477-4053 ext. 205 and request an Agency Application – the application is completed and signed by the church pastor or 501 c3 director. The organization also provides an overview of their plans and who will benefit from the food distribution. The Food Bank requires a copy of the organization’s tax exempt form, 501c3 designation or a “church qualifier form” (we provide). 
Step 2 – The Food Bank reviews the application and notifies the applicant of approval or if more information is needed.  The Food Bank’s Agency Relations Director works with you throughout the process. 
Step 3 – Once the application is approved the food storage site is monitored for cleanliness and storage security.
Step 4 – Your organizations’ authorized ‘shoppers’ will come to the food bank for orientation.  These are held on the first and third Wednesday of every month from 10 am - 11 am. After orientation your organization is ready to start receiving and distributing food. 


The Food Bank continuously receives calls from people in need of food assistance. Serving as a Food Bank agency you will have a wonderful opportunity to reach the needy in your area.  
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Response to Common Questions:
How big does our Food Pantry need to be? Food Outreach comes in all shapes and sizes. There is no limit to the number of people your organization my serve. The area served is determined by the agency and days, times and frequency may vary. 
Is our organization at risk? The Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act states that persons, gleaners, and nonprofit organizations shall not be subject to civil or criminal liability arising from the nature, age, packaging, or condition of apparently wholesome food or apparently fit grocery products received as donations. For property liability you will need to consult your insurance carrier.
The Food Bank would like to be able to refer people to you. Food Bank agency information is made available to the general public.
For a list of current agencies and locations visit www.netfoodbank.org
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